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Welcome to Orange County Flight Center, California, USA. 

A FAA Approved Flight School  
Under Code of Federal Regulations Title 14 Part 141 

AND 
The California State Approving Agency for Veteran’s Education (CSAAVE) for 

training veterans and eligible persons under Title 38, U.S. Code. 
 
Dear Student, 
 
Welcome to Orange County Flight Center (“OCFC”), an iconic and one of the 
oldest flight schools in California, established in 1981, and located at John Wayne 
Airport, Orange County, in the southern region of California.  This pioneer pilot 
training institution was established to fulfill the growing need for well-trained and 
qualified aviators in the United States and to provide aviation professionals both 
for ground and flight opportunities within and outside of the United States.  By 
enrolling at OCFC, you will have made a great decision towards a bright career in 
aviation and studying in one of the most reputable flight schools in the world with 
over 180 flight training centers being currently planned to be established within the 
next five years within the United States, South America, regions within Europe, 
Asia, Africa, Korea and the Philippines. 
 
Now is the best time to be qualified as an airline pilot.  As of today, over 80,000 
pilots over 65 years of age are retiring or are approaching mandatory retirement 
and with this aging workforce, demand for pilots within North America alone 
exceeds 128,000 pilots. Pilot training today face a bright outlook with increasing 
demand for travel and record number of passengers.  At the time of this writing, 
Air India alone has made one of the biggest aircraft orders in aviation history, 
purchasing 470 new planes from Boeing and Airbus. The deal – which the 
company says includes 400 short-haul planes, 70 long-haul planes, and 370 more 
planes on option. Furthermore, low-cost carrier IndiGo has placed an order for 500 
Airbus A320 family aircraft in a record deal, breaking Air India’s mega-470 
aircraft order with Airbus and Boeing earlier this year. Competition for qualified 
pilots will remain strong over the next few years and these airlines will need to hire 
over 10,000 pilots over a period to keep pace with growth in the aviation sector. 
 
At OCFC we understand that making a commitment to come to the United States is 
single largest step one may take towards an exciting career in aviation.  Our well-



trained and supervised flight instructors and other staff members at OCFC are here 
to assist you all the way to become engaged as an aviation professional and upon 
completion of your flight training to assist you to launch a career within the 
commercial aviation industry.  We take great pride in your success and are able 
and willing to provide you with the time and attention and to support you in your 
success. 
 
Your journey to this exciting career as an airline pilot begins now.  Whether you 
are spending time at our institution located in California, Oklahoma or elsewhere 
in the United States, you will find exciting moments exploring various regions 
within the country with great eco-diversity as a part of your training and 
adventures and enjoy yourself.  This is just a beginning of your lifetime 
opportunities within the aviation sector and we at OCFC welcome you to become a 
part of our culture and look forward to launching you into an aviation career and an 
aviator in the immediate future. 
 
On behalf of Orange County Flight Center, where excellence is a standard and 
flight safety comes first, I welcome you and wish you success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adina Zaharescu     Niki-Alexander Shetty 
President,      Managing Director, 
Orange County Flight Center,   Orange County Flight Center, Inc. 
John Wayne Airport Campus.   Global Operations. 
California, U.S.A.      19531 Campus Drive, Suite 4 

Santa Ana, CA 92707 
Direct:(949)756-1815 
Mobile: (818)398-9225 
Dispatch: (949)756-1300 
Niki-A@ocfc.com 
www.ocfc.com 
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STEPS TO BECOMING AN 
AIRLINE PILOT 

Duration: Full Time-Eight-Ten Month/s  
I. 

BASIC REQUIREMENTS TO BE AN AIRLINE PILOT IN THE UNITED 
STATES GENERALLY 

 
One:  In the United States, an aspiring pilot does not require a college 

degree as no major airline or regionals require one at this time. 
Two:  You must be minimum 18 years of age to begin flying as a 

commercial pilot and 21 years of age to fly as an Airline Pilot. 
Three:  You must have 20/20 eye vision (corrective lenses permitted) and pass 

1st class medical examination administered by an AME. 
Four:   You must qualify to be and earn a Commercial Pilot License.  
Five:  You must have flight experience of 1500 hours to meet the 

requirements for an Airline Transport Pilot Certificate which is 
typically earned by participating in flight instruction. 

Six:   You must pass a background check and must not have any felonies. 
Seven: MUST speak, read, write and comprehend in English language. 
 

II. 
QUALIFYING TO BE AN AIRLINE PILOT 

 
Please Note: All foreign students participating in Flight Training Programs at 
OCFC are trained under a training course outline and syllabus that meets the 
curriculum requirements for the program in which the student is enrolled and 
approved by the Federal Aviation Administration under Part 141 of Title 14 of the 
Code of Federal regulations and contained in appropriate Appendix of the Part. 
OCFC Training course outline and syllabus approved under Part 141 is strictly 
enforced. 
  
STEP ONE:  EARNING YOUR PRIVATE PILOT CERTIFICATE. 
 
At “OCFC” you begin your training by concurrently participating in Ground 
school and start flight training in a single engine aircraft which will focus on flight 
training fundamentals and will set the stage for advanced certification and ratings. 



 
The ground school component comprises of 36 hours of actual in person training in 
a classroom setting while permitting students to participate in online web-based 
ground training. This course is designed to help the student pilot prepare for the 
Private Pilot knowledge exam required by the Federal Aviation Administration 
pursuant to 14 CFR 61.103 to satisfy the requirements set by the FAA to receive a 
private pilot certificate. 
 
The flight training component shall include the following: 
55 hours of Dual Flight Time 
10 hours Solo Flight Time; 
36 hours of Ground Training 
 
STEP TWO:  ADDING INSTRUMENT RATING 
 
After completing your Private Pilot Training and obtaining your FAA certification 
as a Private Pilot, the next step is to obtain the knowledge, skill and aeronautical 
experience necessary to meet and earn an Instrument rating which will allow a 
pilot to fly under Instrument flight rules (IFR) and in all kinds of weather.   
 
A student must demonstrate through written and flight tests and appropriate 
records that they meet the knowledge, skill and experience requirement necessary 
to acquire and earn an Instrument Airplane Rating. 
 
A Student must hold at least a Class II medical certificate and have a Private Pilot 
Certificate or higher. 
 
The Instrument Rating training component shall include the following: 
25.3 hours of Dual flight training. 
21.00 hours Ground and Simulator training. 
 
STEP THREE: EARNING YOUR COMMERCIAL PILOT CERTIFICATE. 
 
The next step after completing your Instrument rating towards your Airline Pilot 
career is to earn a Commercial Pilot certificate upon successfully completing of 
which ultimately allows one to be legally paid to fly.  In this flight training 
program, a student will obtain the knowledge, skill and aeronautical experience 
and fly to a higher standard necessary to meet the Commercial Pilot Certification 
requirements. 
 



A student is required to demonstrate through written test, flight test and appropriate 
records that they meet the knowledge, skill and experience requirement necessary 
to acquire and earn their Commercial Pilot Certificate with an Airplane Category 
and Class Rating. 
 
A Student must hold at least a Class II medical certificate and have a Private Pilot 
Certificate, Instrument rating under our Part 141 approved syllabus or higher. 
 
The Commercial Pilot Training Program shall comprise of the following: 
57.5 hours of Dual flight training. 
62.5 hours of Solo Flight time. 
35 hours of Ground Training. 
21.00 hours in a Simulator. 
 
STEP FOUR: ADDING MULTI-ENGINE RATING 
 
Adding a Multi-Engine Rating to the Commercial Pilot Certificate is the last step 
before building the aeronautical experience to meet the hiring minimum 
requirements to pursue your career as an Airline Pilot and to fly large passenger, 
cargo and charter companies/airlines. In this flight training program, a student will 
obtain the knowledge, skill and aeronautical experience and fly to a higher 
standard necessary to meet and acquire an Additional Multi-Engine Land Airplane 
Class Rating. 
 
Here, a student must demonstrate through written and flight tests and appropriate 
records that they meet the knowledge, skill and experience requirement necessary 
to meet and acquire the additional Multi-Engine Land Airplane Class Rating. 
 
A student must hold at least a Class II medical Certificate and have at least a 
Commercial Pilot Certificate. 
 
The Multi-Engine Course at OCFC includes the following: 
22 hours of dual flight training in a multi-engine aircraft. 
15 hours of Ground Training. 
 
STEP FIVE: (Optional) EARN A FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATE TO 

GAIN EXPERIENCE 
 
One of the advantages of earning and obtaining a Flight Instructor Certificate is to 
be able to earn a living flying while earning the flight experience required and 



necessary to meet the requirements of the Airline Transport Pilot (ATP) 
Certificate by the airlines.  To be an Airline Pilot and to be able to transport 
passengers and get paid to do that is a requirement by the airlines within the United 
States is to have 1500 hours of flight experience.  Thus, it would be prudent for 
any student aspiring to be an airline pilot to earn a flight instructor certificate and 
get paid to instruct students while gaining the requisite flight experience while 
earning a decent living in doing so.  The only disadvantage to foreign students 
coming to the United States to qualify to be an airline pilot is that one may pursue 
the training to be a Certified Flight Instructor but may not be gainfully employed 
within the United States under an M-1 visa.  Thus, a foreign student completing a 
flight instructor program at OCFC may gain flight training experience and obtain 
flight experience necessary to be an airline pilot in India or elsewhere and without 
an expectation of getting paid to do so.  Restrictions may apply.  Thus, enrollment 
of foreign students into Flight Instructor Certification program to gain flight 
experience is discretionary and OCFC shall have the ultimate discretion and shall 
exercise its discretion to enroll a student into this program and exercise of such 
discretion shall be final and binding. 
 
While “OCFC India” and “OCFC-Global”, contemplates and plans to open flight 
training centers around the globe including India, within the next decade, students 
completing their training at OCFC may be gainfully employed at OCFC flight 
centers abroad and/or in their country of origin and subject to local governmental 
ordinances, rules and regulations. 
 
Students participating in the Flight Instructor will obtain the knowledge, skill and 
aeronautical experience necessary to meet the flight instructor certification 
requirements under Part 141 of our syllabus as is approved by the Federal Aviation 
Administration under Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations and described in 
Appendix F of Part 141. 
 
Here, a student must demonstrate through written and flight tests and appropriate 
records that they meet the knowledge, skill and experience requirement necessary 
to meet and acquire the Flight instructor Certificate. A student must hold at least a 
Class II medical Certificate and have at least a Commercial Pilot Certificate with 
an Instrument Rating. 
 
The Flight Instructor Certificate Program comprises of the following: 
21 hours of dual flight training. Plus 
63 hours of ground and pre and post flight briefings. 
 



TRAINING AIRCRAFT:  CESSNA 172 N, M, SP and such other aircraft,  
(aka Analog/six packs) excluding G-1000”s are exclusively employed for Private 
and Commercial Flight Training and students insisting on flying G-1000’s and 
other glass cockpit/s during such training may only do so at the discretion and 
consent of OCFC and if permitted in writing, by paying the difference in cost of 
renting such aircraft for every hour flown during the training program and reflected 
in this catalog. 
 
ADDITIONAL HOURS CONSUMED:  Training hours contained in OCFC 
training programs PPL through CPL, are based upon national average that a 
student may take to complete such programs although FAA regulations engage 
minimum standard and training hours required by a student to complete such 
programs.  OCFC training hours far exceed the minimum standard set by the 
regulation and an OCFC student that follows the syllabus, lesson plan and planned 
training hours, should be able to complete the respective training programs and 
modules prescribed by FAA approved syllabus under Part 141 of US regulations 
for such training.  
 
Flight training hours engaged by OCFC is strictly implemented/enforced and any 
additional dual instruction or aircraft flight hours consumed by a student over and 
beyond the hours prescribed in OCFC syllabus will incur and require additional 
fees payable by the hour for such training and aircraft rental and such cost/rates are 
contained in the Aircraft rental and/or flight training agreement and on the OCFC 
website as updated periodically at www.ocfc.com/rates-exhibits/ and shall be 
deemed incorporated into this catalog and flight training contract to be and 
executed by any student. 
 
SHARED ACCOMMODATION: OCFC does provide luxury one and two 
bedroom/s apartments for residence near the airport for students engaged in flight 
training at OCFC which may be included and opted for as a part of the enrollment 
process whether in lumpsum payment or in installment/s.  Usually, five students 
stay in a two bedroom and living room furnished apartment and four students 
occupy a one bedroom and living room apartment at any given time. Students may 
opt for independent rooms or apartment/s should they be able and willing to pay 
for it in addition to their opted mode of enrollment fee payment. Room rentals vary 
between $800.00 to $1650/month depending upon luxury, privacy and 
independence of the tenant/student opted for at the time of enrollment. 
Payment for utilities, internet and other services/costs are variable monthly cost 
and expense depending upon usage and is not included in the enrollment fees. 
 



III. 
8-10 MONTH-FULLTIME AIRLINE PILOT TRAINING PROGRAM

TRAINING COST, FEES AND EXPENSES WITH/WITHOUT  
SHARED ACCOMMODATION FOR A PERIOD OF EIGHT (8) MONTHS 

IS AS FOLLOWS: 
IF IN LUMPSUM:[Payment in full will be required at the time of enrollment]. 
Total Fees payable to “OCFC”:(w/o accommodation)  $62,500.00 
Total Fees payable to “OCFC”: (With 8-month accommodation) $70,500.00 

 IF IN INSTALLMENTS ) $72,500.00 
Payable as follows:   Down Payment       $25,000.00 ) $25,000.00 

     If 5 monthly Payments: $9500.00 each ) $47,500.00 
PAY AS YOU GO 

Payable as follows: Down Payment ) $ 15000.00 
PLUS, Periodic payments of $1500.00 each until course completion.   
Charges under this payment plan are applied and deducted by the hour at 
OCFC retail rate described on OCFC website at www.ocfc.com/rate-exhibits/ 
Housing/Accommodation is not included under this plan. 

NOT INCLUDED IN ANY PLAN ABOVE ARE Third Party- Non-Tuition 
related Expenses over the entire program as follows: 

Course material and books (Included in enrollment fees) )    Included 
Fingerprinting )    $ 100.00 
TSA Registration )    $ 130.00 
Medical Exam )    $  150.00 
In-Class Part 141 OCFC Ground School: (Included in enrollment fees))    Included 
Self-paced Online Ground School )    $  269.00 
Designated Pilot Examiner fees (Three Check Rides) )    $2400.00 
FAA written Exams )    $ 165.00 

PAYMENT OF FEES/WIRE TRANSFER INFORMATION 
All fees must be paid in advance by Check, Cashier’s check and mailed to Orange 
County Flight Center, 19531 Campus Drive, Suite No. 4, Santa Ana, California 
92707. U.S.A       OR  
By Wire Transfer in US Dollars and made payable to Orange County Flight Center 
as follows: 
Account Name:   Orange County Flight Center, Inc. 
Bank Name:    Bank of America N.A. 
Account no.: 325085751732 
Routing no.: 026009593 
Swift Code: BOFAUS3N 



IV. 

THE ENROLLMENT 
PROCESS 

STEP ONE 
Determine if you Qualify 

 Are you 17 years of age? 
 Do you have a High School Diploma or a Secondary School Certificate or 

higher? 
 Do you read, write, speak and comprehend in the English Language? 
 Do you have a valid passport issued by the Government of India and valid 

for more than six months? 
 Can you provide A copy of a bank statement establishing proof of financial 

means to fund your flight training, living expenses including 
accommodation while training at OCFC in the United States. 

 
If the answer to ALL of the questions above is “YES” then please proceed to 
Step Two. 

STEP TWO 
 

 Complete the International Student Application for Admission Form 
attached hereto.   AND 

 Attach the following documents: 

1. A copy of valid international passport issued by the government of your 

country. 

2. A copy of you high School certificate/graduation. 

3. A copy of a bank statement/Loan approval/ establishing proof of financial 

means to fund your flight training, living expenses including 

accommodation while training at OCFC. 
AND 

 Submit the Application Form AND documents to your appointed 
Enrollment Agent/s located in India. 
(Addresses will be provided by email or on this website) 



OR 
 E-Mail your completed application along with documents in pdf format to: 

Niki-A@ocfc.com 
OR 

 MAIL your completed application along with documents to: 
ORANGE COUNTY FLIGHT CENTER 
JOHN WAYNE AIRPORT CAMPUS 
19531 Campus Drive, Suite No. 4 
Santa Ana, California 92707 
U.S.A. 

STEP THREE 
 

 Upon receipt of your completed Application for Admission and supporting 
documents our Designated School Official (DSO) will review and determine 
your eligibility and will schedule an appointment for an interview with 
you and your parent/guardian and/or relative at a city nearest to your 
location in India with the Director or an enrollment agent appointed by 
OCFC visiting India periodically, OR will schedule a Whatsapp interview 
with you. 

 
 Upon determination of your eligibility to participate in flight training, you 

will receive a package containing an official Letter of acceptance of your 
admission into OCFC, Form 1-20 signed by a SEVIS designated school 
official and will be electronically emailed to your email address you have 
provided on your Application for Admission. 

 

STEP FOUR 
 
Once you receive your Form I-20, you will need to log onto SEVIS and pay your I-
901 fee. Please note that the information you enter on the Form I-901 must match 
exactly as is shown on The Form I-20. To pay the SEVIS I-20 fee online please 
visit fmjfee.com. Please check SEVIS website for up-to-date Pricing 
at https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/paying-the-i-901-sevis-fee. 
 

 
 



STEP FIVE 
 

Schedule your M-1 visa interview with the U.S. Embassy nearest you. Complete 
and sign Form DS-156 and Form DS-158. Some applicants may have to complete 
and sign Form DS-157. A passport valid for at least six months after your proposed 
date of entry and passport sized photographs will be required. Immediately 
following the interview, students are informed if they have been granted the M-
1student Visa. Once granted, students need to submit their passport and receive 
their visa. 
 

STEP SIX 
 
Once you obtain your US visa to participate in flight training at OCFC, you will 
then contact Niki-A@ocfc.com to inform the school of your intended day of arrival 
into the United States pay necessary fees either in lumpsum or by installments and 
so we may arrange for your accommodation and stay during your training period. 
 
As Flight training at OCFC is continuous and ongoing you may commence your 
flight training at OCFC on the first day of any month during the year. 
 

STEP SEVEN 
Arrive In the United States, at: 

Los Angeles International Airport 
And our concierge will arrange to receive 

you at the Airport (Cost: $150.00) and 
transport you to your furnished home. 

 
Good Luck! 

 
 



 

SEVP’s governing regulations for 
students and schools: 
https://www.ice.gov/sevis/schools/reg 
 

Student and Exchange visitor program 
 https://www.ice.gov/sevis 
 

Full course of study:   
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students/study/full-
course-of-study 

Students and Employment:   

https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-the-united-
states/students-and-exchange-visitors/students-and-
employment 
 

Foreign Academic Students: 
https://www.uscis.gov/i-9-central/complete-correct-form-
i-9/completing-section-1-employee-information-and-
attestation/foreign-academic-students 
 
 



Address: Orange County Flight Center, Inc. John Wayne Airport Campus, 
      19531 Campus Drive, Suite No. 4, Santa Ana, California 92707. U.S.A. 

Dispatch: (949)756 1300; Website: www.ocfc.com

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ADMISSION APPLICATION FORM

This application for admission to Orange County Flight Center, Santa Ana
Campus, commencing on: 2025 2027

January February March
2026

April
May June July August
September October November December

Program of Study: Airline Pilot Program Airline Transport Pilot
Private Pilot Certi cate Instrument rating Commercial rating
Multi Engine Private Multi Engine Commercial
Certi ed Flight Instructor Certi ed Flight Instructor Instrument.
The 40 hr Challenge PPL to CPL.

I am applying as (check one only)
A new student from a country outside the United States.
A M 1 visa transfer student Currently studying in the United States.
Specify current school: ______________________________________
A change of status student from within the United States. Status: _____
Other (please specify): _________________________________________

Personal Information:
Last Name: _____________________ First Name: ____________________
Middle Name: __________________ Gender: Male Female Other.
Date of Birth: __________________ Country of Birth: ______________
Foreign Address: ___________________________________________________
State: __________________ City: ______________ Country: ____________
Home Phone Number: _________________E Mail Address: _______________
Passport Number: _______________; Date Issued: ___________________



Date of Expiration: ______________; County of issue: ________________
U.S. Address (If any): _______________________________________________
State: ______________; City: _______________; Zip Code: ________________
Phone Number: _________________________ ; Cell: _____________________
High School: ____________________________ ; Year Graduated: ___________
City: ______________; State: ______________ ; Country: _________________
College/University: _______________________; Year Graduated: ___________
City: ______________; State: ______________ ; Country: _________________
Language School: ________________________; Year Graduated: ___________
City: ______________; State: ______________ ; Country: _________________
English Proficiency: Read Write Speak
Emergency Contact Information:
Last Name: _________________________; First Name: _______________
Contact Address: : _________________________________________________
State: __________________ City: ______________ Country: ____________
Contact Phone Number: __________________; Contact E Mail: ___________

Do you have M 2 dependents (spouse or child)? Yes No
If yes, please list the information of each dependent and attach passport
copies for each dependent:
Last Name: __________________; First Name: ________________________
Middle Name: _______________: Date of Birth: ______________________
Male Female; Citizenship: __________; Relationship: ____________

Please Attach additional sheet to add more dependents.
How did you hear about our school: OCFC student; Newspaper
Radio; TV; Social Media; Internet; Family/Friend;
Magazine; Website ; Magazine; Flight USA Overseas Info Center;
Educational Fair/School visit; Other (please specify) ________________

I certify that I have carefully considered each question above and that my
statements are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. By signing
on this line, I understand and acknowledge that I must attend and complete
the flight training program applied for before transferring.

Date: ___________ Applicant’s Signature: _________________________



Please attach and submit the following fees/document along with this
International Student Admission Application form:

1. Copy of all pages of passport and visa/s (if applicable)
2. Copy of your High School Diploma/Certificate or College degree along

with copies of transcripts.
3. Copies of your/sponsor/s most current Bank statement or showing

funds adequate to support your flight training tuition, lodging and
boarding costs for the period of training.

4. Any document establishing your proficiency in English language
including any English proficiency tests taken within the last two years.

Email Application for Admissions and supporting documents in pdf
format
To:

Attn: Niki Alexander Shetty,
Director Of Admissions

Niki A@ocfc.com
(949)756 1815

OR

Mail Application for Enrollment/Admissions to:
Attn: Niki Alexander Shetty, Director Of Admissions

ORANGE COUNTY FLIGHT CENTER
JOHN WAYNE AIRPORT CAMPUS

19531 Campus Drive, #4, Santa Ana, CA 92707

For more information, please visit

www.ocfc.com
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